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The Apothegms of Al b. Abz Talib, with the metvical FPersian paraphrase of
Rashid ¢ Vatvat*

MEASUREMENTS, ETC. 24-0 x 150 cm.; the written surface measures ¢. 15.4 x 7.5 cm.;
3 lines of Arabic text, 2 lines in horizontal and 2 groups of 4 lines in oblique script of
Persian text; 19 folios.

WRITING AND PAPER. The writing is particularly elegant Nasta'/zg, within gold
and blue rulings. The paper is semi-polished and rather thin.

BINDING. The outside of the eighteenth-century Turkish cover consists of:boards
covered with mottled ivory and green paper leaving visible the brown leather spine and
edges; the inside is of pale orange paper.

DATE AND SCRIBE. According to the colophon, which reads sese Olbbu Al dits
4o jus 44> L& Olas: ‘This book is penned by the servant of Allah, Sultan

Muhammad Khandan, may Allah pardon his sins and overlook his shortcomings’, the
copyist of this manuscript was the famous scribe Sultan Muhammad Khandan.*

ILLUMINATION. On fol. 26 is an ‘unvan illuminated in gold and blue and a little
black and with foliage scrolls bearing red flowers, embodying in red ornamental the motto

olsw Yy 4l Autograph notes on fol. 16 are contained within a decoration of irregular

contour ornamented with blue foliage scrolls on a gold ground and a central motive and
stylized edging in colour and black.

SEALS AND INSCRIPTIONS. The manuscript was formerly in the private library
of Shah ‘Abbas I (985-1038 (1587-1629)) who, as indicated in the autograph note by this
ruler on fol. 14, dated 1009 (1600-1), called upon the famous scholar Shaikh Baha’ al-Din

al-Amili to edit and correct thesé aphorisms. The note runs Sya> 4 Eldly b 4l

V}LJ‘ 4:.\; Q_Y, os O pa )Laj QWU!-‘ JLJ dl ale de ‘:,J—v\n Lg_v L'.;‘r::«, LY_’# 6-)&:
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‘His erudite eminence, our master and guide Baha al-Din Muhammad al-‘Amili. . .
deigns to undertake the careful correction (for g=2= read === of these brief sayings of

his Eminence and supreme Holiness (‘Ali), peace be upon him, in order that from his
work a copy may be prepared (of the sayings, for me), to which I can constantly refer,
by the grace of Allah, the All Highest! ‘Abbas Safavi, 1009.” Appended to this com-

mand is the scholar’s reply |, oyl j o2 £ 341 b odl = e Oy s
doze ol elg apn Jlmd Lol ol Y ok o) e 5 S hye 3 b b
:;,L.n: ‘As an emended manuscript (of the sayings) lay ready to my hand, let it attain the

honour of (your Majesty’s) instant inspection. If (your Majesty should consider) in-
dispensable the further emendation of this book, (your) august command shall be
performed.’

A note on fol. 2 penned at Shiraz by a cadi who was spiritual adviser to a deceased
hereditary prince vouches for the genuineness of the autograph notes of Shah ‘Abbas I
and Baha’ al-Din. On fol. 2 are also the ex-/##is of Mustafa ibn al-Hajj Ahmad and
Sayyid Muhammad Bisam (?) ibn Sayyid Shaikh ‘Alf and the date 1228 (1813).

There are two seals of ownership on foll. 1 and 14 and five on fol. 2.

On fol. 1 Fath ‘Ali Shah Qajar (reigned 1212-1250 = 1797-1834) has written o= P
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