
Development News
�e Sumitomo Foundation, Tokyo, is generously 
supporting the conservation of one of the most 
important Japanese handscroll sets in the Library’s 
collections – an early seventeenth-century version of 
�e Tale of the Bamboo-Cutter. �is remarkable project 
is being carried out by Restorient, a conservation studio 
in Leiden, �e Netherlands, specialising in Japanese 
works of art on paper and silk. To follow progress 
online, visit http://restorient.blogspot.com. We are very 
grateful to the Sumitomo Foundation for making this 
project possible. 

Donations to the Library can be made online at  
www.cbl.ie, tel: , email: development@cbl.ie

Membership 
News
Highlights of our 
autumn programme 
for Members include 
a trip to the historic 
museums and lib-
raries of Oxford and 
Cambridge in October, and a special Members’ Week of 
events, discounts and offers in November to showcase all 
that Membership has to offer. See calendar overleaf for 
details. tel:  , email: members@cbl.ie

Muraqqa‘ – Imperial Mughal Albums 
Closes  October 

�ere is just one month left to view the Library’s 
stunning summer exhibition of albums (muraqqa‘s) 
produced in seventeenth-century India for the Mughal 
emperors Jahangir and Shah Jahan. �e exhibition has 
been a great success, so do not miss out on a last chance 
to view the beautifully rendered calligraphy and the truly 
breathtaking paintings – images of emperors, princes, 
Sufis, saints and animals – included in the albums.

Recent Acquisition 
�e Library is delighted to 
announce that it has successfully 
re-acquired two important illu-
minated miniatures from a French 
Book of Hours which were sold 
under the terms of Chester Beatty’s 
will back in . �e miniatures 
are very rare examples of French 
art from the time of the Duc de Berry and are exactly 
dated . �e miniatures are thought to be by one 
of the most important illuminators of the time, the 
Boucicaut Master, or his close associate the Maazarine 
Master. �e miniatures were highly regarded by Chester 
Beatty and were only sold after his death in a codicil to 
meet special bequests for close friends. �e miniatures 
were purchased at public auction in London in July.
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Library celebrates ten years  
in Dublin Castle
�e Library welcomed its first visitors to its new 
location in Dublin Castle on  February , the 
th anniversary of Chester Beatty’s birth. �e 
new Library called for a radical re-interpretation of 
the private gentleman’s library from the exclusive 
preserve of the economic and intellectual elite to one 
that was open and welcoming for all visitors. �at 
transformation is continuous and ever-changing as each 
exhibition, accompanied by an education and public 
programme, is approached with an open mind on how 
to communicate the collections for a diverse local and 
international audience. �e Library has commissioned 
a special ten year anniversary album and a digital 
version can be accessed on one of the Library’s kiosks.

Culture Night 
Friday,  September, –pm 

View the Library’s unique collections, 
including the current Muraqqa‘ 
exhibition. Join us at pm for a sitar 
performance with Dara O’Brien in 
the first floor gallery, at pm for a 
music performance with Indian-Jazz 
band Mishra or a guided tour at pm, pm and pm. 
�e Silk Road Café and Gift & Book Shop will be open.

Graphic Studio Dublin presents 
printmaking techniques
- October, –pm

Meet Siobhan Hyde and Caroline Patten and discover 
printmaking techniques as reflected in the Library’s 
collections. �ese sessions will take place in the atrium 
of the Library. Free

Education
Meet the community

We are delighted to present a series of events celebrating 
Iranian and South Asian culture in conjunction with 
our exhibition programme.

Muraqqaø hands-on session

Saturday  & Sunday  September, –pm 

Why not explore beautiful saris, slippers, turbans, peacock 
fans and much more as found in the Mughal painting 
exhibition? Supported by Libaas Asian Boutique. 

Miniature painting workshop with 
Iranian artist Roxana Manouchehri

�ursday  & Friday  November  
-pm each day

Artist Roxana Manouchehri will present a two-day 
Persian miniature painting workshop with particular 
focus on the Shahnama exhibition. Roxana graduated 
from Tehran University of Art and has been a recipient 
of awards in Korea and Ireland. Limited to ,  per 
head. Materials provided. Booking details overleaf.

Silk Worm Club 

Sat  December, –.pm, suitable for – years. 

Superheroes with contemporary Iranian artist Roxana 
Manouchehri. Make your own finger puppets based on 
legendary characters, warriors, princes and princesses, 
demons, kings and queens and mythological creatures 
as found in the Shahnama. Booking details overleaf. 

Heroes and Kings of the Shahnama 
 November  –  March  

Brave heroes slaying fierce, fire-breathing dragons, 
armies of courageous men battling hordes of evil 
divs, and sometimes foolish kings attempting to fly to 
heaven are just some of the subjects depicted in the 
paintings that illustrate the Shahnama (Book of Kings), 
the Iranian national epic that relates the glorious and 
often gory feats of the heroes and kings of pre-Islamic 
Iran. To mark the th anniversary of the poet 
Firdawsi’s completion of the Shahnama in the year 
, the Library presents this major exhibition of 
more than  manuscripts and single folios produced 
between the early th and th centuries and drawn 
from the Library’s own important Shahnama collection. 

�ere will be a number of events organised as part of 
the exhibition programme. See calendar overleaf. 

Woodblock printmaking Workshop  
with graphic artist Jackie Raftery

�ursday  – Friday  November, am–pm

To celebrate Design Week (– November), Jackie 
Raftery will present a two day woodblock printmaking 
workshop with particular reference to �e Ship of Fools, 
a th-century illustrated best seller. Her MA studies 
were based on one of several copies held by the Chester 
Beatty Library. Booking details overleaf.
 
International workshop for museums

October  

Education Services will present at the forthcoming 
international workshop: Multicultural societies, 
intercultural dialogue and European Museums in October 
in Italy. �e Library will discuss case studies as part of 
the EU project Map for Intercultural Dialogue (–
). See www.mapforid.it for more details. 

Special thanks to Léargas our 
National EU Educational Agency  
for their support. 

Activity and drawing packs for families

Activity packs for families are being updated and we wish to 
thank everyone for their feedback. A new version including 
drawing activities will be made available over the course of 
the coming months. See www.cbl.ie for updated details. 

Packs are available the first weekend of every month, 
-pm and are suitable for - years but also include 
colouring and puzzle activities for under s.

Daughters of the King of Yemen, Shahnama (The Book of Kings), 
late 16th century, Iran, Per 277.5 (detail)

Shah Jahan, by Bichtir, The Minto Album, c.1630, India, In 07A.16a (detail)

Dara O’Brien

Members enjoying the Silk and Spice 
Gala in June

St Michael Vanquishing the 
Devil, Book of Hours, 1480, 
France (detail)

Restorient conservators showing a Japanese visitor the 
Bamboo-Cutter handscrolls.

‘Kay Kavus Ascending to Heaven on a Throne Borne by Eagles’, 
Shahnama (The Book of Kings), c.1480, Iran, Per 157.81 (detail)

(l-r) Muraqqaø hands on session; Roxana Manouchehri; Jackie Raftery



September 2010 October 2010 November 2010 December 2010

Public Tours
Every Wednesday at 1pm and every Sunday at 3 & 4pm

2 Sat 2pm Members Event Guided visit to Nabobs, 
Soldiers and Imperial Service: The Irish in India 
exhibition in The Long Room, Trinity College 
Dublin *

2–3 Sat–Sun 1–4pm Activity Packs for Families. Bring your 
children and enjoy activities specially 
prepared for the Muraqqa‘ exhibition. 
Suitable for 5-11 year olds. We recommend 
adults guide children when using the packs. 
Special thanks to the State Street Foundation 
for their generous support

3 Sun 5pm Muraqqa‘, Imperial Mughal Albums, 
Exhibition closes

12–15 Tue–Fri 12–2pm Showcase of printmaking techniques with 
Graphic Studio Dublin

14 Thurs 7pm Members Event An Evening at the Jewish 
Museum, Dublin *

*  Booking Essential. Please contact Mary Dowling, tel: 4070759, email: members@cbl.ie

Public Tours
Every Wednesday at 1pm and every Sunday at 3 & 4pm

1 Wed 2.30pm Public Film Royal Splendour: Mughal Miniature 
Paintings under Jahangir, Shah Jahan and the 
Later Mughals, a film by Benoy Behl 
(30 minutes).

2 Thurs 1.10pm Public Lecture Forgotten Splendour: Gardens 
of the Mughal Emperors, Penelope Hobhouse, 
garden designer, author and recipient of the 
Royal Horticultural Society’s prestigious Victoria 
Medal of Honour. Kindly sponsored by The 
Clarence Hotel

4-5 Sat -Sun 1-4pm Activity Packs for Families. Bring your 
children and enjoy activities specially prepared 
for the Muraqqa‘ exhibition. Suitable for 5-11 
year olds. We recommend adults guide children 
when using the packs. Special thanks to the State 
Street Foundation for their generous support

Muraqqa’ Hands-On session: Why not explore 
beautiful saris, slippers, turbans, peacock fans 
and much more as found in the Mughal painting 
exhibition. Supported by Libaas Asian Boutique

9 Thurs 1.10pm Public Lecture The Complete Taj Mahal, 
Dr Ebba Koch, Professor of Asian Art, Institute of 
Art History, Vienna University. Kindly sponsored by 
The Clarence Hotel

11 Sat 12-2pm 
continues 
2.30-4pm

Public Film Mughal-e-Azam (The Greatest of 
The Mughals). This Indian epic film made in 1960 
and was one of the biggest box office hits of 
Indian cinema. The film has been changed due to 
issues with rights and permissions. (210 minutes 
plus intermission)

12 Sun 1.30pm Members Event From India to the Phoenix 
Park. Lecture with Keepers from Dublin Zoo. 
See the animals in the Muraqqa’ paintings come 
to life *

15 Wed 1.10pm Gallery Tour Muraqqa‘, Imperial Mughal 
Albums from the Chester Beatty Library, Dr 
Elaine Wright, Curator of the Islamic Collections 
and of the Muraqqa‘ exhibition

16 Thurs 1.10pm Public Lecture Mughal Carpets and Textile. 
Decorative Arts in Mughal Paintings, Steven 
Cohen, Indian textile specialist and historian. 
Kindly sponsored by The Clarence Hotel

23 Thurs 1.10pm Public Lecture Indian Miniature Painting in 
the 21st Century, Samantha Buckley, miniature 
painter, designer and graduate of The Prince’s 
School of Traditional Art

24  Fri 5-10pm Culture Night Listen to Dara O’Brien play 
the sitar in the 1st floor gallery followed by a 
performance by Mishra, a mix of trumpet, sitar, 
tabla and double bass. Guided tours at 7pm, 
8pm and 9pm. Silk Road Café and shop open

25–26 Sat–Sun 10.30–4.30pm 
Sat and 
1–4.30pm 
Sun

Painting Workshop Indian miniature painting with 
Samantha Buckley. Limited to 10 people, €90 per 
person (materials included). Payment to be made 
in the Shop on the day of the event. Some painting 
experience is helpful. Booking from Monday 20 
November , 9.30am, www.cbl.ie. A small number 
of places will be set aside for those who do not have 
computers (contact Education Services, tel: 4070750 
from Monday 20 9.30am onwards)

29 Wed Members Event Day trip to visit Chester Beatty’s 
collection of weapons in the Military Museum, 
Curragh, Co. Kildare. The trip also includes visits to 
the Irish National Stud and the Japanese Gardens *

30 Thurs 1.10pm Public Lecture Jewelled Arts of the Mughal 
Emperors, Susan Strong, Senior Curator, Asian 
Department, Victoria and Albert Museum, 
London. Kindly sponsored by The Clarence Hotel

*  Booking Essential. Please contact Mary Dowling, tel: 4070759, email: members@cbl.ie

Public Tours
Every Wednesday at 1pm and every Sunday at 3 & 4pm

4 – 5 Thur-Fri 10am-4pm Woodblock printmaking workshop 
with graphic artist Jackie Raftery. This two 
day workshop will focus on techniques with 
particular reference to the Chester Beatty 
Library collection of European manuscripts 
including The Ship of Fools. Jackie specialises 
in reproduction technology and is a lecturer in 
WIT and a member of the Cork Printmakers. 
Please book online from Monday 1 November 
9.30am onwards on www.cbl.ie. Limited to 
15 people. €50 for the two days, materials 
provided. A limited number of places will be 
held for people with no computers. Contact 
Education Services tel: 4070750. 

6-7 Sat & 
Sun

1-4pm Activity Packs for Families. Bring your children 
and enjoy activities. Suitable for 5-11 year olds. 
We recommend adults guide children when 
using the packs. Special thanks to the State 
Street Foundation for their generous support

19 Fri Heroes and Kings of the Shahnama  
Exhibition opens

20-26 Members Week with a variety of events. 

20 Sat 11am Members Event Coffee and sweet delicacies 
from along the Silk Road*

2pm Members Event Guided tour Behind the 
Scenes at the Chester Beatty Library*

21 Sun 1.30pm Members Event Film screening Gake no Ue 
no Ponyo (Ponyo on the Cliff by the Sea)*

22 Mon 11am Members Event Guided visit to the Garda 
Museum, Dublin Castle*

2pm Members Event Walking tour of Dublin 
Castle with Pat Liddy*

23 Tues 11am Members Event Guided visit to Glasnevin 
Cemetery and Museum*

23 Tues 6pm Members Event Visit to the Gurudwara, 
Ballsbridge*

24 Wed 11am Members Event Guided visit to the 
Hippocrates Revived exhibition in Marsh’s 
Library, Dublin*

25 & 26 Thur & Fri  12-4pm Miniature painting workshop with 
contemporary Iranian artist Roxana 
Manouchehri as part of the Shahnama (Book 
of Kings) exhibition. Roxana will give a brief 
introduction to the basic principles of Persian 
miniature painting with particular focus on the 
Shahnama exhibition. She will highlight the 
legendary tale of Zal and Rudaba as found in the 
epic Book of Kings. €40 per person (materials 
included). Payment to be made in the Shop on 
the day of the event. Some painting experience 
is helpful. Please book online from Monday 22 
9.30am onwards on www.cbl.ie. Limited to 
15 people. A limited number of places will be 
held for people with no computers. Contact 
Education Services tel: 4070750.

25  Thurs 11am Members Event Guided visit to the Church 
of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul, Russian 
Orthodox Church, Harold’s Cross*

2.30pm Members Event Guided visit to Dublin City Hall*

26 Fri 11am Members Event Meet the Conservation team 
at the Chester Beatty Library*

6.30pm Members Event To Everest and Beyond, 
Lecture with Adventurer and World Record 
Holder, Ian McKeever*

*  Booking Essential. Please contact Mary Dowling, tel: 4070759, email: members@cbl.ie

Public Tours
Every Wednesday at 1pm and every Sunday at 3 & 4pm

1 Wed 1pm Public Tour Shahnama Gallery tour with 
Dr Elaine Wright, Curator of the Islamic 
Collections

2 Thurs 7pm Festival of Carols and Readings The 
Occasional Singers, conducted by Robin 
Moore, return to the Library for a festive 
performance of music and words for 
Christmas. Admission is €25 (Members: €20) 
and includes mulled wine and mince pies 
after the performance Please book with Lisa 
Fitzsimons, tel: 4070779, carols@cbl.ie

3 Fri 11am Members Event Guided tour of the Heroes 
and Kings of the Shahnama exhibition with 
Dr Elaine Wright, Curator of the Islamic 
Collections, Chester Beatty Library*

Members Event Shopping day

4 Sat Members Event Shopping day

4 Sat 2-3.30pm Silk Worm Club Superheroes with 
contemporary Iranian artist Roxana 
Manouchehri. Make your own finger puppets 
based on legendary characters, warriors, 
princes and princesses, demons, kings and 
queens and mythological creatures as found 
in the Shahnama

11 & 12 Sat & Sun 1-4pm Activity Packs for Families. Bring your 
children and enjoy activities specially 
prepared for the Shahnama exhibition. 
Suitable for 5-11 year olds. We recommend 
adults guide children when using the packs. 
Special thanks to the State Street Foundation 
for their generous support

24 -26 Fri-Sun Christmas – Library closed

27 Mon Bank Holiday – Library closed

28 Tue Bank Holiday – Library closed

January 

1 Sat New Year’s Day Bank Holiday – Library closed

*  Booking Essential. Please contact Mary Dowling, tel: 4070759, email: members@cbl.ie

October Calendar Highlights

Showcase of Printmaking 
Techniques with Graphic 
Studio Dublin
12–15 October, 12–2pm

Meet Siobhan Hyde and Caroline Patten and 
discover printmaking techniques as reflected in 
the Library collections.  These sessions will take 
place in the atrium.  Free

 

Maths Week Ireland in 
association with Waterford 
Institute of Technology
9–16 October

The 5th annual Maths Week Ireland will take 
place from the 9–16 October. To mark this week 
the Chester Beatty Library will host a leading 
international speaker who will illustrate the 
importance, beauty and application of maths  
on Thursday 14 October at 1.10pm. Free

Looking for an unusual 
Christmas gift?
The Chester Beatty Library Book and Gift Shop is full 
of gift ideas to suit all tastes and pockets, with items 
sourced from all over the world to reflect Chester 
Beatty’s magnificent collections. Gift Memberships 
and book tokens are also available. We are delighted 
to offer our Members a 10% discount all year and a 
special 20% discount on 3 and 4 December

Become a Member of the  
Chester Beatty Library
Becoming a Member of the Library has never been 
easier.  Join online today at www.cbl.ie and enjoy a 
range of benefits including Members-only talks, tours, 
cultural travel opportunities and discounts in our Shop 
and Silk Road Café.


